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§ 592.7 Revocation, suspension and re-
instatement of registration.

(a) If the Administrator has not re-
ceived any fee assessed and owing by
the end of the 30th calendar day after
such fee is due and payable, a registra-
tion is automatically suspended at the
beginning of the 31st calendar day, and
the Registered Importer is imme-
diately notified in writing of the sus-
pension at the address contained in its
most recent annual statement or
amendment thereof.

(b) If the Administrator has reason to
believe that a Registered Importer has
knowingly filed a false or misleading
certification, and that its registration
should be automatically suspended or
revoked, (s)he notifies the Registered
Importer in writing of the facts giving
rise to such reason to believe, affording
an opportunity to present data, views,
and arguments, either in writing or in
person, within 30 calendar days after
receipt of the Administrator’s letter,
as to whether it has submitted false or
misleading certification, and as to why
the registration ought not to be re-
voked or suspended. The Administrator
then makes a decision after the 30-day
period on the basis of all information
then available. If, after consideration
of all the data available, the Adminis-
trator determines that the Registered
Importer has knowingly filed a false or
misleading certification, the registra-
tion is automatically suspended or re-
voked, and the Registered Importer no-
tified in writing. Any suspension or
revocation is effective as of the date of
the Administrator’s determination.
The Administrator shall state the pe-
riod of any suspension in the notice to
the Registered Importer.

(c) The Administrator may suspend a
registration if a Registered Importer
fails to comply with any requirement
set forth in 49 U.S.C. 30141(c), § 592.5(c),
or § 592.6, or if (s)he denies an applica-
tion filed under § 592.5(d). The Adminis-
trator may revoke a registration after
any failure to comply with any such re-
quirement, or if (s)he denies an appli-
cation filed under § 592.5(d). If the Ad-
ministrator has reason to believe that
there has been such a failure to comply
and that the Registered Importer’s reg-
istration should be revoked or sus-
pended, (s)he notifies the Registered

Importer in writing, affording an op-
portunity to present data, views, and
arguments, either in writing or in per-
son, within 30 calendar days after re-
ceipt of the Administrator’s letter, as
to whether there has been a failure to
comply and as to why the registration
ought not to be revoked or suspended.
The Administrator then makes a deci-
sion after the 30-day period on the
basis of all information then available.
If the Administrator determines that a
registration should be revoked or sus-
pended, (s)he notifies the Registered
Importer in writing. A revocation is ef-
fective immediately. A suspension is
effective beginning with a date speci-
fied in the written notification.

(d) A Registered Importer whose reg-
istration has been revoked or sus-
pended may request reconsideration of
the revocation or suspension if the re-
quest is supported by factual matter
which was not available to the Admin-
istrator at the time the registration
was suspended or revoked.

(e) If its registration has been re-
voked, a Registered Importer is ineli-
gible to apply for reregistration under
this part. No refund is provided of any
annual or other fees the Registered Im-
porter has paid for the fiscal year in
which its registration is revoked. If its
registration has been suspended, it
may file an application for reinstate-
ment of its registration.

(f) The Administrator shall reinstate
a suspended registration if the cause
that led to the suspension no longer ex-
ists, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, either upon the Administrator’s
motion, or upon the submission of fur-
ther information or fees by the Reg-
istered Importer.

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 59
FR 52098, Oct. 14, 1994]

§ 592.8 Inspection; release of vehicle
and bond.

(a) With respect to any motor vehicle
for which it is obligated to provide a
certificate of conformity to the Admin-
istrator as required by § 592.6(d), a Reg-
istered Importer shall not obtain li-
censing or registration of the motor ve-
hicle for use on the public roads, or re-
lease custody of it for such licensing
and registration, except in accordance
with the provisions of this section.
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(b) When conformance modifications
to a motor vehicle have been com-
pleted, a Registered Importer shall sub-
mit the certification required by
§ 592.6(d) to the Administrator. In certi-
fying a vehicle that the Administrator
has determined to be substantially
similar to one that has been certified
by its original manufacturer for sale in
the United States, the Registered Im-
porter may rely on any certification by
the original manufacturer with respect
to identical safety features if it also
certifies that any modification that it
undertook did not affect the compli-
ance of such safety features. Each sub-
mission shall be mailed by certified
mail, return receipt requested, or by
private carriers such as Federal Ex-
press, to: Administrator, National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Room 6115, 400 7th Street SW.,
Washington, DC, 20590, Attn: NEF–32,
or be submitted electronically by FAX
(202–366–1024), or in person. Each sub-
mission shall identify the location
where the vehicle will be stored and is
available for inspection, pending
NHTSA action upon the submission.

(c) Before the end of the 30th cal-
endar day after receipt of certification
of a motor vehicle pursuant to
§ 592.6(d), the Administrator may in-
form the Registered Importer in writ-
ing that an inspection of the vehicle is
required to ascertain the veracity of
the certification. Written notice in-
cludes a proposed inspection date,
which is as soon as practicable. If in-
spection of the vehicle indicates that
the vehicle has been properly certified,
at the conclusion of the inspection the
Registered Importer is provided an in-
strument of release. If inspection of the
vehicle shows that the vehicle has not
been properly certified, the Registered
Importer shall either make the modi-
fications necessary to substantiate its
certification, and provide a new certifi-
cation for the standard(s) in the man-
ner provided for in paragraph (b) of this
section, or deliver the vehicle to the
Secretary of the Treasury for export,
or abandon it to the United States. Be-
fore the end of the 30th calendar day
after receipt of new certification, the

Administrator may require a further
inspection in accordance with the pro-
visions of this subsection.

(d) The Administrator may by writ-
ten notice request certification
verification by the Registered Importer
before the end of the 30th calendar day
after the date the certification was re-
ceived by the Administrator. If the
basis for such request is that the cer-
tification is false or contains a mis-
representation, the Registered Im-
porter shall be afforded an opportunity
to present written data, views, and ar-
guments as to why the certification is
not false or misleading or does not con-
tain a misrepresentation. The Adminis-
trator may require an inspection pur-
suant to paragraph (c) of this section.
The motor vehicle and performance
bond involved shall not be released un-
less the Administrator is satisfied with
the certification.

(e) If a Registered Importer has re-
ceived no written notice from the Ad-
ministrator by the end of the 30th cal-
endar day after it has furnished a cer-
tification to the Administrator, the
Registered Importer may release from
custody the vehicle that is covered by
the certification, or have it licensed or
registered for use on the public roads.

(f) If the Administrator accepts a cer-
tification without requiring an inspec-
tion, (s)he notifies the Registered Im-
porter in writing, and provides a copy
to the importer of record. Such notifi-
cation shall be provided not later than
the 25th calendar day after the Admin-
istrator has received such certification.

(g) Release of the performance bond
shall constitute acceptance of certifi-
cation or completion of inspection of
the vehicle concerned, but shall not
preclude a subsequent decision by the
Administrator pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
30118 that the vehicle fails to conform
to any applicable Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standard.

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55
FR 37330, Sept. 11, 1990; 59 FR 52098, Oct. 14,
1994]
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